Introduction
Predator-recognition has a strong innate component in many birds (e.g. Curio, 1975) . To date, this has mainly been demonstrated in adult or sub-adult birds that were predator-naive, either because they occurred allopatrically from some species of predators (e.g. on islands), or because they had been hand-raised (summarised in Curio, 1993). Young birds have been studied less often and their response to predators often described in very general terms (e.g. 'innate fear response to a wide variety of stimuli'; Buitron, 1983; Dowell, 1986) . Schaller & Emlen (1962) found that 'avoidance behaviour' was not exhibited by hatchlings of eight precocial bird species but appeared gradually during the rst week of post-natal life. Most other researchers raised young birds for at least a week before testing them with typically a single stimulus, such as ying hawk and goose models (Krätzig, 1939; Tinbergen, 1963; Mueller & Parker, 1980) , eye-like shapes (Jones, 1980) or human intruders (Gallup et al., 1972) . Other studies of predator-recognition in bird hatchlings are rare, presumably because they are logistically dif cult to conduct. Bird hatchlings normally behave naturally only when kept with others, and it is dif cult to distinguish between responses directly related to the predator and responses in uenced by interactions with parents or siblings. Thus most studies on innate predator-recognition have been on sh and reptiles which often live independently from the moment of hatching (e.g. Brown & Warburton, 1997; Burger, 1998) .
Chicks of the Australian brush-turkey, Alectura lathami, and all other megapodes (family Megapodiidae) share several signi cant features with
